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A Biography of the Uzbekistan-Kyrgyzstan Boundary
(Central Eurasia in Context)

Nick Megoran explores the process of building independent
nation-states in post-Soviet Central Asia through the lens of
the disputed border territory between Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan. In his rich "biography" of the boundary, he
employs a combination of political, cultural, historical,
ethnographic, and geographic frames to shed new light on
nation-building process in this volatile and geopolitically
significant region.

Megoran draws on twenty years of extensive research in the
borderlands via interviews, observations, participation, and
newspaper analysis. He considers the problems of
nationalist discourse versus local vernacular, elite struggles
versus borderland solidarities, boundary delimitation versus
everyday experience, border control versus resistance, and
mass violence in 2010, all of which have exacerbated
territorial anxieties. Megoran also revisits theories of
causation, such as the loss of Soviet control, poorly defined
boundaries, natural resource disputes, and historic ethnic
clashes, to show that while these all contribute to heightened
tensions, political actors and their agendas have clearly
driven territorial aspirations and are the overriding source of
conflict. As this compelling case study shows, the
boundaries of the The Ferghana Valley put in succinct focus
larger global and moral questions of what defines a good



border.
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