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Uzbekistan is an authoritarian state with a constitution that
provides for a presidential system with separation of powers

among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. In
practice President Islam Karimov and the centralized

executive branch dominated political life and exercised
nearly complete control over the other branches of

government. In 2007 the country elected President Karimov
to a third term in office in polling that, according to the

limited observer mission from the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), deprived voters of a

genuine choice. Parliamentary elections took place in
December 2009. While OSCE observers reported

noticeable procedural improvements in comparison to the
2004 parliamentary elections, the 2009 elections were not
considered free and fair due to government restrictions on
eligible candidates and government control of media and

campaign financing. There are four progovernment political
parties represented in the bicameral parliament. Security
forces reported to civilian authorities. The most significant
human rights problems included: instances of torture and

abuse of detainees by security forces; denial of due process
and fair trial; and restrictions on religious freedom, including

harassment and imprisonment of religious minority group
members. Other continuing human rights problems included:

incommunicado and prolonged detention; harsh and
sometimes life-threatening prison conditions; arbitrary arrest

and detention (although officials released four high-profile
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prisoners detained for apparently political reasons);

restrictions on freedom of speech, press, assembly, and
association; governmental restrictions on civil society

activity; restrictions on freedom of movement; violence
against women; and government-organized forced labor in

cotton harvesting. Authorities subjected human rights
activists, journalists, and others who criticized the

government to harassment, arbitrary arrest, and politically
motivated prosecution and detention.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               2 / 2

http://www.tcpdf.org

